
ORDINANCE NO. 56
AN INTITRIM OI{DINANCE AUI'HORIZING A sTuDy AND IMposING A Mor.,,-*.oRruM oN .r.Lr}:l

OPERATION OF CANNAI]IS BUSINESSES WITHIN ]'FIE CI'IY OF NEVIS, MINNESOTA
(Amendment of Articre 2: Dcfinitions, and Articre 4: Moratorium )

WIIIIRIiAS' on 'lttly 10,2023,the city of Nevis (the "city") aclopted ordina,ce No. 56 (t6e,.lnterinr orclina.ce,,),att interinr ordinance authorizing a stucly arcl iiposing a ,.,ro,atnri,,,r'on ,rr" 
"d.";i;rl of cannabis businesses within the citvol'Ncvis;and

WI{EREAS' on May 24'2024,the G-overnorsigned l-Il-^ 4157 (tlte"2024A,rendrne,t"), wrrich a,rerc.recl theAot,as ciefined irt the I,tcritn otclirlance' lire 2024 An'rena,ir"ni irclucles two ame,dni"n,r ro the Act, o.e ol wrrich crcateslicensc preapproval process for certain businesses ancl authorizes such businesses to begin oertain activities without aoalltrabis busilless Iicense issuecl ultcler the Act ("Licenra-e..opproval"), i,clucling in --s.rme i,sta,ces a1'rvi,g sucrrbrtsirresses t. begin cLrltivatio, without a license u,cJer the A"t (';i;lr;'ar,tl".,i"liir, 
"ro a,.trrer which rc.roves medicar

;.illl1l::lil,1i,'j;'li1:'J],ffi:t::,:::::Tiii,:'XI"j,'r "J''',,r,i, 
,=tuir". (corectivcrv, "Medicar cun,,obi, B,,sinesses,')

wIIEItItAS'tl'rc2024 Amellcllrcntrloes not preclude the city ti'om acropti,g a,rorator.iunr o, lrusircsses r.eratecrto catlttabis thal will be sub-iect to city zoning and ope.atio,.,al regulatio,s a,c1'wnicn are ca,,abis busircsses; Medicalca,ttabis Ilttsinesses; busitresscs with a License Preapproval, includlng those seeki,g'io p.rrnrn., t]arly cultivatio,; or ot^erbusiresses thar ,.rust co,fir.rr conrpriance witrr city r;"r ;;;;;r]rations; ancr

WIIEI{LAS' in an elfort to provicle clear direction to ca,,abis-related busiresses.seeki,g to operate rvithin thc city,thc city coLrrrcil clesires to arlre,cl tlte Inte.im orclinance to explicitly list ancl inclLrcie Lice.se prcapproval, EarlycLrltivation' ancl Meclical cartrrabis Bltsi,esses in the businer, ,yp., irrat aie sub.iect to the Interirr orclinarce; and

wlIEIluAS' the anlencltrletrts to the Ittterim orclinance rnenrorializeclherei, anclacroptecr fbllowing a crLrry noticecr

'itr.isdiction fincis that Liccnse Preapproval, Lra.ly c,,rlirr,ii",r, or Meclical cannabis Busi,esses arc,ot subject t, theatrtlrcr|ity granted to Ltnits of local governrnent in Minnesota Statutes, section 342.13(e),lhat such arnenclments invcilie theairthority gratttecl uttdet'Minrlesota Statutes, section 462.355,subcliv,ision 4(a)..to r"jrto,., restrict, or prohibit ary,se ...rT'ithi, the jurisdiction or a portiort thereof for a pcriocl ,-,otio 
"r"..d on" y"ai ti<rr', fr.." clate it is eflbctive,,by enacti,g arrintcrint ordinancc.

NoW'I'IIIIRIIIORII' the city council o1'the city ol'Ncvis orclains as fbllows:

Article l.

n ' 'l'lle Mirlttesota Legislature recerltly cntrclecl, and Governor signecl,2023 Minnesota Session Laws, chapter 63.-LI'F' No' 100 ("Act")' which is cornprehensive Iegislatio, relati,g to ca,nabis i,clLrclirg, but not limitecl to, theestablish,etrt o1'the olTlce olcannabis Mrnrg",.,i"nt ("ocM"), legarizing ancl lirniting the possessio, a,cr use .fcannabis alrcl certaill henlp products by adults, provicling lbr the licensing, inspectio,, ancl regulation .f cannabisbltsitresses a,d henrp busitlesses, taxing the sale of .u,irbi, flowcr, 
"u,ioti, products, a,cl certain henrpprclducts' establishirrg grant altcl Ioan progratrrs, a,erdirg o.riminal penalties, provicling fbr expLrngerne,t ofcertain coltvictiotts ancl proviclirlg I'orthe temporary regulation of certain of 

",iirrt" 
canrabi,oicl products.

Il 'l-heAct provicles local ttnits tll'governtnent certain authority relatecl to cannabis busi.esses, inclLrcling theatrthority to (l) reqLri'e local t'egistratio, of certai, cannabis busi,esses operatirrg rctail establisSrre,ts, (2)ad'pt reasotrable restrictiotrs tltr the tinte, place, and r.nanner ol'the operation o1,ca,,abis bLrsinesscs, proviciedthat such restrictiolls clo ltot p.ohibit the establishrreul or operation clf cannabis busi,esses, (3) limit t'c,u,bcrof certain cattttabis businesses based on the population o1'the con'rn'runity, ancl (4) prolribit the oper.ation of acannabisbttsinesswithin 1,000 I'eetofaschooi'or500f'eetol-aclaycare,resicle.tial treatrnertlacility,ora.attraction rvithin a ptrblic park that is regularly usecl by rr.riuors, inciLrclinga playground 
'rathletic field.



C. 'fhe Aot requires the OCM, whioh was cstablishecJ eflbotive JLrly l, 2023,to worl< with local governrnents to
cievelop rttodel ordittances fbr reasonable restrictions on the tirne, place, arrd r.nanner of the operation o1'

cannabis busittesses. 'l'he Act also requires the OCM to establish additional rules and regLrlations relating to the
operatiou of cannabis busittesses. 'Ihe City will benelit fi'om reviewing and analyzing the OCM's model
ordinances, rules and regLrlations befbre mal<ing any decisions related to the regulatiou of canlabis busipesses in
the City.

'l'he Act (Mirrnesota Statutes, sectiott 342.13€.) expressly allows a Iooal unit o1'governtrept that is copcluctirg
sttrdies or ltas attthorized a study to be conducted or has helcl or scheclLrlecl a hearing fbr t6e purpose of
considering adoption or alnencll'nent of reasclnable restrictions on t|e tirne, place and manper of t5e
operation o1'canttabis bttsittesses to adopt an irtterirn ordinance applicable to all or palt ol' ils.f urisdiction 1br the
ptrrpose of protecting the planning prooess and the health, safety, ancJ welf-are of its oitizens. 'l-he interirn
ordittance may'regtrlate, restrict, or prohibit the operation of cannabis businesses withil the jurisdictio, or a
portion tltereof Lrntil January 1,2025.

Given the uncertaillty legarding the Inodel ordinances to be cleveloped by the OCM apd t5e broa6 scope ol.t5e
cltanges to Mirtnesota law brought about by the Act, the city desires to aclopt an interirn orcliuance fbr the pgrpose
o1'protecting the planning process ancl the health, sal'ety, and welfare ol'its citizens.

1'he City desiles to coltduct a sttrdy 1br the purpose of consiclering the adoption or anepdlreut ol'reasonable
restrictiotls on the tilttc, place atrd rnanner of the operation of cannabis businesses as well as the other
regulations local units ol govertrment ntay adopt uucler the Act.

On July 10,2023, after providing at least l0 days published notice, the City Council held a public hearilg
regarding tlte consicleratiott ancl adoption ol'au interim ordinnnce prohibiting the opcratigl of capnabis
busirresses within the City untilJanuary 1,2025.

D.

E.

G.

F.

Article 2.

(a)

(b)

(c)

pelultislrs. For pttt'poses of this Ordirtance, the following terrns shall have the meaniug giveu thern in
this section.

"2024 ArrencLnent" ref-ers t<t 2024 Minnesota Session Laws, Chapter l2l (ll,F,415l)

"Act" rreans2023 Minnesota Session Laws, ChapteL 63 (H.F. No. 100).

"Catrtrabis Bttsittess" has the nteaning given the telm in Minnesota Statutes, sectiol 342.01, subclivision
14. Cannabis Bttsiness also includes Medical Cannabis Businesses, Early Cuttivators, ancl Liccnse

Preapprovals.

"City" ntezlns the City of Nevis, a Minuesota Municipal Corporation.

"Early Cultivator" ltteatts a business authorized to begin cultivating/growing cannabis prior to receive tr

Iicense as provided under the 2024 Antendment.

"Edible Cannabinoid Product" has the meaning given the ternr in Minnesota StatLrtes, scction 151.72,
subdivision I (f).

"License Preapproval" Ineans a business authorized to begin certain business operations related to
cannabis prior to licensure under the 2024 Amenclment.

"Medical Cannabis Bttsiness" lleans a medical cannabis business, as definecl in the Act, or any business
lequiring a Iicettse or enclorsetnent to be a medical cannabis processor or meclical canuabis retailer under
Minnesota Statutes, chapter' 342.

"OCM" lrealts the Otfice of Canrtabis Manager.nent, established as set fbrth in Minnesota Statures,
section 342.02, subd. L

(d)

(e)

(0

(e)

(h)

(i)



CI)

Article 3.

Article 4.

Article 5.

Article 6.

Article 7.

Article 8.

Articlc 9.

"ot'dirtance" Ineans this interim ordinance, whioh is adoptcd pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, seotiolt
342.13 (e), and Minnesota Statutes, section 462.355, sLrbclivision 4(a).

Sllt-dyAutltoryed. 1'he City Council hereby authorizes and directs the City AdministratoL to have City
stafl'condttct a study regarding the adoption or anrencfilrent ol'reasonable restrictions on the tiure. place,
atld tratltler for the operatiou of Cannabis Businesses, as well as the other potentiaI local regLrlations
allowed undertheAct, and reportto the City Council on the potential regulation of Cannabis BLrsinesses.
The study nrttst include a review o1'the rnodelordinances the OCM is directed to clrafi uncler Minnesota
Statutes, sectiott 342.13(d). art analysis of potential setback regulations allowed Lrncler Minncsota Statutcs,
section 342.13(c), ancl such other matters as stal'flntay determine are relevant to the City Counci['s
consideration of this tlatter. 'l-he repofi shall include the City staff's recornr.nenclations on whether the
City council should aclopt regulations and, if so, the recotrmended types of regulations.

M-o-!At-al'l!!ll. -A Inoratot'ium is hereby imposed regarcling the operatiorr o1'a Cannabis Business within the
City. Dtrring the terln of this Orditrance, no business, person, or entity may establish or operate a

Catrrlabis Brtsiness within the jurisdictioual boundaries oIthe City. Accordingly, clLrringthe period that
this is in effect, the City shall not accept, process, or act on any application, site plan, bLrilcling pcrnit,
zoning reqttest, or otlter approval, inclLrding any recluested confirmation, cefiification, approval or other
reclttest Ir'otr tlle OCM or otlter goverttmental entity requesting City revicw of any application or proposal
fbr a business ploposirtg to engage in the operation of a Cannabis Business. DLrring the tenn ol'the
trloratclritttn, it is a violation of this Ordinance for any business, persorl, or entity to establish or operate a
Canltabis Bttsitress within the City. Forthe avoidance of doLrbt, tlre moratorium also includes Early
Cultivators, [,icense Preapprovals, and Medical Cannabis Businesses.

-Y.rqlalien.- DLrring the term of the moratorium, it is a violation of this Ordinance for any busiuess,
persor.l, or errtity to establish or operate a cannabis Business within the city.

Erqep-lis,qs. 
'fhe nloratot'ittm imposed by this Orclinance cloes not apply to: (l) the continuecl oporation o['

a bttsiness as paft clf the Medical Cannabis Program adrninisterecl by the Miunesota Departnrent oi'llealth
that was larvfirlly operating within the City prior to .luly l, 2023; (2) the lawtirl sale olecliblc

CannabinoidProductsiltcorrpliancewithMinnesotaStatutes,section 151.72;or-(3)salesol'lldible
Cannabitroid Prodttcts at an exclusive liquor store in accordance with Minnesota Statutcs, sectiorr
340A.412, stlbclivision 14. Nothing in thisArtiole exempts a business, person, olentitythat is selling
Edible Cannabinoid Products Ii'orr havingto comply with all requirements ancl prohibitions of applicable
laws and orclinanccs.

E-r:fs-rcqlLclI. Violation of this Ordinance is a misdemeanor. 'l'he city rray also enforce this orclinance by
t.naltdal.t.lLts, ittjunction, or clther appropriate civil rernedy in any court of contpetent.iuriscJiotion. A
violation of this Ordinance may result in the city reporting the violation of the OCM if relevapt to OCM
licensing. 'l'he City Coutrcil lrereby authorizes the City Aclninistrator, irr consultation with the City
Attorltey, to iltitiate any lcgal action deemed necessary to secure compliance with this Or.clinance.

-Dtuatiq-u. 'fhis Orclinattce shalI become ef]'ective on the lirst clay ol'publication afier acloption. 'l'hr:

lrtterinr Ordinance shall cotttinue to remain in el'('ect until .lauualy 1,2025 clr untilthc city council
expressly repeals it, whichever corres first,

-Se-v-epbil!ry. Evely sectiotr, provision. ancl part o1'this Ordinance is cleclared severable 1r.orr every other.
sectiotr, provisiou, ancl part thereol-. Ilany section, provision, or part of this Orclirrancc is helcl to be
invalid by a court of cotrpetetrt jurisdiction, such juclgerreut shall not irrvaliclate any othcr section,
provisiou, or part of this Ordinance.



Amended this l2tr'day of ALrgrst,2024.

, i^ ,

DateofPublication' i 3l
,2024

City Seal

A1'TEST:

Dawn Veit, City Administrator


